
 

 LSE Press Publishing Ethics Policy (Journals) 
 
LSE Press requires journals, editors and authors to adhere to specific publishing ethics, as outlined by 
the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE). These are identified through the following principles: 
 

1. Authorship and contributorship.  
a. We recommend that authorship credit should be based only on all three of the 

following conditions being met (based on guidance from the International 
Committee  of  Medical  Journal  Editors): 

i. Substantial contributions to conception and design, or acquisition of data, or 
analysis and interpretation of data 

ii. Drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual content 
iii. Final approval of the version to be published. 

 
2. How the Press will handle complaints and appeals 
Complaints and appeals regarding any of our publications can be sent to 
LSE.publishing@lse.ac.uk 

a. The journal’s editor-in-chief and LSE Press will respond to all valid complaints within 2 
weeks, with either a definitive response or an update. For the avoidance of doubt, 
vexatious, frivolous or misleading complaints will not be considered.  These include 
but are not limited to the following: 

i. Complaints which are obsessive, harassing or repetitive 
ii. Insistence on pursuing non-meritorious complaints and/or unrealistic 

outcomes 
iii. Insistence on pursuing what may be meritorious complaints in an 

unreasonable manner 
iv. Complaints which are designed to cause disruption or annoyance 
v. Demands for redress which lack any serious purpose or value 

b. See the Press Complaints/breach of ethics procedure 
 

3. Conflicts of interest / competing interests 
a. Authors are rewuired to declare conflicts or competing interests during the 

submission stage 
b. Reviewers are required to declare conflicts or competing interests during the peer 

review stage 
c. Editors are required to declare any conflicts of competing interests during the 

recruitment and selection process 
4. Data sharing and reproducibility 

a. Journals are required to select from the research data policy types from Springer 
Nature. See more information in Research data and software 
 

5. Ethical oversight 
a. Each member of the LSE Press publishing community should be aware of and follow 

the Ethics code outlined by the School.  
b. Each member of the LSE Press publishing community should be encouraged to make 

decisions in a transparent way without regard to age, disability, gender (including 
gender identity), ethnicity and race, religion or belief, sexual orientation, or social 
and economic background. 

 
6. Intellectual property 

https://publicationethics.org/
http://www.icmje.org/
http://www.icmje.org/
https://info.lse.ac.uk/staff/divisions/Secretarys-Division/Ethics/Ethics-Code


 
a. LSE Press is an open access publisher, and all of our publications are free to read.  
b. Journal content is licenced using a CC BY (Creative Commons Attribution) licence, 

allowing full re-use with credit to authors. 
c. Book content is licenced using a CC BY (Creative Commons Attribution) licence, 

allowing full re-use with credit to authors. 
 

7. Post-publication discussions and corrections 
a. Erratum, addendum or corrigendum will be published where necessary and made 

available in the same way and through the same channels as other journal articles. 
 

8. Confidentiality 
a. Editors and reviewers must protect the confidentiality of all manuscripts from 

submission to “in press”. 
b. Where blind peer review is in place, editors must protect the confidentiality of all 

communications with reviewers, their identity and identities of authors. 
c. Unpublished material seen by editors or reviewers must not be used in their own 

research without written permission from authors. 
 

9. Acknowledgment of sources 
a. Authors must ensure work submitted is entirely original, not plagiarised and work 

that is not their own has been fully referenced within the text 
b. Self-plagiarism is not permitted and authors must reference their previous work if 

publishing secondary articles from the same research.  
 

10. LSE Press has the right to remove any content from the publishing platform that is in breach 
or suspected to be in breach of the publishing ethics policy or is scandalous, libellous, or 
unlawful, makes an improper invasion of the privacy of any person, or infringes any 
copyright or violates any other property rights. 

 
 

  



 

Ethics Code 

The LSE Ethics Code is a set of six core principles underpinning life at LSE. All members of the LSE 
community, including students, staff and governors, are expected to behave in line with the Ethics 
Code principles. The Code sets out how the School upholds the commitments and details the policies 
which support this. The LSE Press follows this ethics code and we expect our authors, editors and 
reviewers to follow it too.  

Responsibility and Accountability  

Integrity  

Intellectual Freedom 

Equality of Respect and Opportunity 

Collegiality 

Sustainability 

 

Find out more about each of the core principles and how we expect members of our community to 
follow them in this document. 

Individual journals may also have discipline-specific ethical policies which should be adhered to, as 
well as the ethics code outlined above. Authors and reviewers should check the instructions to 
authors on the journal homepage prior to submission or review. 

 

  

https://info.lse.ac.uk/staff/services/Policies-and-procedures/Assets/Documents/ethCod.pdf


 

Complaints/breach of ethics procedure 
 
Complaints about the review and publishing processes can be raised by anyone at any time, with 
either the journal editor or LSE Press. The Press follows the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) 
guidelines on dealing with complaints and appeals.  
 

1. Complaints should be raised with sufficient information and evidence, so that an 
investigation can be initiated. 

2. Complaints should be made to the Editor-in-Chief in the first instance, or, if the complaint is 
regarding the EIC, to the LSE Press team. 

3. The Editor-in-Chief or LSE Press staff will: 

a. Acknowledge receipt of the complaint 

b. Gather evidence from those involved 

c. Inform the subject of the complaint  

d. Give the subject of the complaint the opportunity to respond 

 
4. Upon conclusion of the investigation any outcome will be communicated to the subject and 

the person who raised the complaint. Outcomes are based on recommendations from COPE 
and include but are not limited to: 

a. Drawing attention to the Publishing Ethics Policy and reminding authors and Editors and 
reviewers of what is expected from them 

b. Publication of a correction in the form of erratum, addendum or corrigendum. 
Corrections will be published, signed by the authors and editors, and communicated via 
the same channels as the original article. 

c. Publication of a formal notice outlining the misconduct and action taken 

d. A formal letter to the author/editor/reviewer’s institution 

e. Retraction or withdrawal of a publication from the journal. Articles will be withdrawn 
when still in peer review or production stages. Articles will be retracted after publication 
and a retraction notice will be published, signed by the authors and editors, and 
communicated via the same channels as the original article. Retracted articles are not 
removed from the LSE Press platform, but marked as retracted with a link to the 
retraction notice. An article may be removed completely if it infringes legal rights or 
poses a risk to public health. 

f. An individual may be barred from submitting to or reviewing for the journal for a period 
of time in proportion to the severity of the misconduct 

g. A journal editor/editor-in-chief may be removed from position on the editorial board 

 

  

https://publicationethics.org/


 

Research data and software 
 
In line with the LSE’s research data management policy we acknowledge the value in effective 
management of research data for long-term preservation and reuse. The policy states that “data will 
be open to the fullest possible extent unless covered by overriding commercial, contractual, legal, or 
ethical obligations”. As such our recommended licence for research data is CC0 and we have a range 
of policy types for journal editors to choose from. These are based on Springer Nature’s research 
data policy texts, made available under a CC BY licence: 

Policy Type Policy summary 

Type 1: Data sharing and data citation is 
encouraged 

 

The journal encourages authors, where possible 
and applicable, to deposit data that support the 
findings of their research in a public repository. 

 

Type 2: Data sharing and evidence of data 
sharing encouraged 

 

A submission to the journal implies that 
materials described in the manuscript, including 
all relevant raw data, will be freely available to 
any researcher wishing to use them for non-
commercial purposes, without breaching 
participant confidentiality. 

 

The journal strongly encourages that all 
datasets on which the conclusions of the paper 
rely should be available to readers. We 
encourage authors to ensure that their datasets 
are either deposited in publicly available 
repositories (where available and appropriate) 
or presented in the main manuscript or 
additional supporting files whenever possible. 

 

Type 3: Data sharing encouraged and 
statements of data availability required 

 

A submission to the journal implies that 
materials described in the manuscript, including 
all relevant raw data, will be freely available to 
any researcher wishing to use them for non-
commercial purposes, without breaching 
participant confidentiality. The journal strongly 
encourages that all datasets on which the 
conclusions of the paper rely should be 
available to readers. We encourage authors to 
ensure that their datasets are either deposited 
in publicly available repositories (where 
available and appropriate) or presented in the 

https://info.lse.ac.uk/staff/services/Policies-and-procedures/Assets/Documents/resDatManPol.pdf
https://www.springernature.com/gp/authors/research-data-policy/research-data-policy-types


 
main manuscript or additional supporting files 
whenever possible. 

 

Type 4: Data sharing, evidence of data sharing 
and peer review of data required 

 

The journal requires that all datasets on which 
the conclusions of the paper rely be available to 
reviewers and readers. Authors must deposit 
their datasets in publicly available repositories 
prior to peer review, or include them as 
supplementary information files with their 
manuscript. It is a condition of publication that 
authors deposit their data in an appropriate 
repository, and agree to make the data publicly 
available without restriction, unless reasonable 
controls on data access are needed to protect 
human privacy or biosafety 

 

 

Data should be submitted to discipline-specific, community-recognised repository where possible 
(for example, UK Data Service ReShare or to Zenodo) 

 

ORCID 
LSE Press strongly recommends that all editors, reviewers and authors register an account with 
ORCID. ORCID is a unique and persistent ID that enables accurate attribution for scholarly work, 
ensuring that the correct author receives the credit for their contributions. An ORCID remains the 
same no matter any changes of name, affiliation, or research area. 
 

Peer review 
Peer reviewing arrangements for individual journals published by the LSE Press are determined by 
the editorial board for each journal. We support a range of peer review models, depending on which 
is most suitable for the journal.  
 

Indexing 
All content published with LSE Press is assigned a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) for online tracking 
and referencing. 
 
We register our journals and books with as many suitable indexers as possible and can provide 
advice to editors on how to improve the chances of application to high impact index services. All of 
our article metadata are openly available for harvesting by indexing services via OAI-PMH and the 
journals are registered with Open Archives for discovery. 
 
We assist our editors with getting their journals indexed in the Directory of Open Access Journals 
(DOAJ) and can provide advice on getting indexed in databases such as Scopus or Web of Science. 
 

http://orcid.org/
http://www.doi.org/
http://www.openarchives.org/pmh/
http://www.openarchives.org/
http://doaj.org/


 
Archiving 
LSE Press content is archived with CLOCKSS, and copies of all LSE Press content is also made available 
from LSE Research Online, the School’s open access repository.  
 

http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/
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